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AND MOST L ©0- 
uing. Sifters, M.W. D:B. 


and E: G. A boly Life 
| ow O's Death 


my CHRIST 
IESVS, 
; wh | 
I's T E-R S, to 
your Brother all as deere, 
es Sifters ought to bee 
+  ontou Brother. 
eA token of my. loue 
I ſend you beere, 
(True loue will flame, ': 
_ or at the leaft Wil another.) 3 
A- 3 Thogh p 


Tas Episrin 
'  T houghit bee but 
2M ſiznder paper-ſcrowle, 
It further may © 
"the ſafety of your Soule.. 


S Show 2 Wiſh ro you-- 
Coffers packs with Gold ; 
Or Wiſs youneble 
Ladyes at the Conrt; | 
Should T1 you Wiſh 
© more dayes then canbee told ; 
eAnd with” long dayes | | 
; all meriment aud ſport : 4 
What Would theſe great , G 
 thefe {orion wille prout, 
But the vaine breath, 
of 4 meere caruall lone ? 


- W Could 7-908 make RIES: BOP 
44 all theſe things which 1 writes 
| Way, ſhould 1 you aduance 
to tate of Queenes, 
With Beauties gracd 
'procure you all delight, 


Xu SA 


With 


Dzprearontiw 

With lengthof deyes ©. 
the richeſt Pndian., Mines ; -: 

eAnd yet the.care SEL, 
of Jour poore ſowtes ower. EI 

T his Were nor lone, - 
nor honefly, u»r Wir, 


Life ends in Death, 

and death Will quite ous 
| T he geodlieſt frame FAN 
| of pry hap neſt, 
[| What then wells 
L tbys glory come oo ? 


What come of Vs 

and of oxr outward be ? 
All vaniſh Would, 

ard in that Wefull boure 
IF Wee prenent: net, 

Hell might vs dewvurte 


From which moſt dreadſult, | - 
 dolefull, diſmal place, - 
'G'9v of his mercy deare 
Jour ſentes detiuer es 
A4 ond 
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; fromyour beſt ' 
Year Weddongagowhe -> x. A 
Jour. Ring or better } es Wee” 
T he Wie\mg«govve, © 
_rhew muſt behind evan, = 
be Winding. ſheets 13 
- your body wat receint; 


» Fhe Wedding: -fowne, CEO 
117 time away doth weare, © 
And oft With-it -. 
FF lvedaing. comforts fade : - 
reſh fhringing comforts 
all vnto their ſhare, - 
Which-in their Winding ſheet - 
E7 peace are layde,_ 
And there in, peace 
Who dog defir re to lhe, 
Let them; oft pur. | 
t 0%, y, Peer they dye, . 


41 


Janes #F romd,, 54 


Tuz Evtisris 
Doe (o With thy, .. © 
- uſe it; and 01,/1t muſe,.. 
Read it, and to 
. © your reading prattice adde ; 
So Death ſhall newer 
bring you heauynewes,. 
But bee awelcome gueſt, 
a meſſage glad; 
A day Wherein., 
to. CuR13T you ſhall bee Wed, 
Your Sheet a Gowne, 


Jokr Graue the Marriege bed, 


Your Brother, | 
inthe fleſhand 
in CyrisST: 


Os. 


 VWINDING- 


fEantSifters;. 
| wee haue all 
Ty beene a; good” 
| [x while  vpon 
£ #4 our journey to 
g WNES Sour long home 

k &Y 7 bo: 
= LY a 5 ot and there 15: 
none of vs which 1s not paſt, or 
at leaſt come tothe middle way 
of this journey, though-wee were 
certaine that wee fhon'd fulfil - 
the eAge preſcribed vnito: Man- 
kind.'(*P/al.99.10,;) But of this 


4 irinding-Sheet 


| miſe or ref me any thing : the | 
terme of this our mortall Uife Is. - 
vacertaine andvnknowne. Who-. |þ 
Heuer 3s moſt backwar & ypon i, \ 
rhisway by reaſonof yeares,may - ||. 
by the fſadden froke of. Death. | 
pet-the tart of his or-her fel- || 
lowes. Wee.haue ſecte both of. | 


, with. ct 4 ws . &Y at "4 
2 « 4 Rk lend BEE AE 
= 


our neere Friends, 2s our Bro- 


a8 et Pre eek In ee ee ee ns 
- ws SA. > = _ 
"R ae ack als Ec. 5 4 af 
C "> : } Fe , 


ther#. E. andSifter D. C: fome - 


* gaod while ſince; morelately,our. } 

F  Sillere, 7. E. and theſe younger. ! 
- -- ſhenpur ſelues poe before on this |} 

; way, whoſe. lafte ſlandeth. next | 
{” .- the SOorp INOS. not, af 

E _ certainly, Death hath giueniowd - | 
bounces at  fome of our doores, | , 


who haue beene.brought-ſo necre 
vato it.that our recouery was 

- þgyond our: owne and ' others. 
” Hope ; You will fay, wherefore _ 
”  doeyouwritetheſe things which © 
©... wee 


wh % 


” _ 5! 


A winding Sheet. 3; " : 
weeall fo well know ?-'Why,but- - | 
totell you-all-and my felfe: that. 


- we muſt make better vic of theſe 
ehings:then-I feate wee yet hane © | 


Fc Itftandeth vs Song 
bourour hearts, ah& wee ma 

touched with ſome deepe on I ſe. #7 E 
rious ſenſe I TS cafe, . 
and not- lightly to examine our _ 
ſglues how - wee. are fitted for 
that houre, It is at-ordinary fa- 
ſhion for-vs yponr- the death . of - 
Friends or others, to-breathonta : 


fieh .or two: with fone: ſuch 1 
words'or wiſhes; Thus wee fee © } 


what wee are, and whereto wee. 


muſt, or God make vs ready for: =! 
kim : Bur I donbt our:.care to -- © 


make tryall of our fitneſle: and+ to. 
make our ſelues-firt dothyaniih 
with our: words, and is nothing 
but the ſmoake of aſuddaine'y 


< fon, Bur x good Sfters, weemuſt 


$5, | know,. . 3 
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know,that there is no trifling ina 
buſinelle of this nature. Death is 
an aduerfary- with whom per- 
force wee mult grapple ;; anda 
thing which firſt or lalt wee mult 
vndergoe, ' And as once wee ſhall 
dye and that but. once, ſo vpon 


that once dying-doth dependour 


everlaſting weale or woe. - Mar- 
riage, is ſaid to bee a mighty 
thing ; which, weeare with much 
_ aduiſement:to thinke-of ere wee 
attempt. For, oft onr Wedding- 
day doth proue the firſt or laſt of 
2]]the good and pleaſant dayes of 
our life ; but:much more is it ſo 
with the day of our Death. For, 
 haye wee beene vnhappic in our 

match > If nothing elle, at length 


Death wilkvntiethe knot andre» - 


leaſe vs of that miſery : bur aſter 
Death no change or alteration of 
ourcltate can bee expeted. Dye 

wee 


A Winding-Sheets 5 _ * 
wee well ? wee ard for'euer (as 
wee ſay ) made men ; nay , for 
ever bleſſed and glorious- Saints 
in Heanen, Dye wee ill -woe be 
vnto vs; thateuer we were borne. 


* oy w, Bot, 
>; 
_ . * 


Wee ſhall for euer bee out-cafts 


fromthe Bleſſed preſence of Gov 
and companions with all Dam- 
ned wretches and Diuelsof Hell. 
Alas then! that wee ſhould make” 
ſo light account of this houre : 
that wee ſhould ſpend. fo few 
thoughts about it, and caſt away 
ſo much. of onr precious time on 
other things - of no- moment. 
Would wee nothold him a-very 
ſot and idle fellow, who having 
ſome great bufſinefle in hand 
whereon his whole Eſtate or his 
Life diddepend ;negletting that, 


F - ſhould ſpend his time and money 


in walking Zonder. {treets, ſee- 
ing the Lyons,Beares, —— 
Ry  - an 


6: A Winding-Sheet, 
_and.-other, Monuments of -the 
Citie.:;:Loe, what is this bitt-our 
own caſe ?- There dothlyevpon- 
vs the moſt weighty buſneſle that 
_eanbee 3 and whereon' doth Rand : 
namely, to bee-ready for Death - 
andtd dye in the LoxD. How 
doe wee' forget our ſelves then, - 
that letting this-lye by the walls 
 wee-palle: away 'our lines as a 
Preame; and. employ the mot: 
and beſt of our time and ſtrength 
an walking the Strects, on the-_ 
gawdy Toes of the: world; and 
hunting: after | the profits and 
plafures' of it, which at the laſt: 
icaſt; when wee fh1ll molt necd 
comfort, willſtand vs inno ſtcad, 
but rather-adde, toour griefe.and : 
mlery. :: 55111. 3:31 
. This is arverrour which holy 
D avip' doth; blame in mens - 
-Eas courſes, 


__ 


* 4 


courſes, Pſal, 3 9:7. Dbubrleſle, 
AM an Waiketh inia ſhadow. (or a- 
midſt ſhadowes) aud doth diſqnire 
himſeife 1m vaine-; hee beapethvp 
riches and canzot tell Who ſhall gas 

ther them}, They are but Reeting 
ſhadowes andemptie:ſhewes of 
good. things rather then things 
truely pood, with which men are 
delyded ,  purſting them” with 
much ſwear and toyle, and vex- 


: f y | "Tp "CAR. I - "F *% bo 7 Pp 
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"PEE ; Sie py 
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- 4ngtheir ſoules with manyeares +. 


* all-in vaine. --For, as they haue 
onely ſhadowes whenthey haue 
got them, ſo-they cannot hold 
them. nor yet. leaue.and; beſtow 
them towhom they;woyld;. - - 

Bax thergis-a Wiſcdome which 
M 05285 themanof-G OD doth 


defire;, that - hes might et his 


| heart ypon,P/al.9 0.12: DD 
teach nate [o to numbir my dayes, 
WW. | EET: 


8 A windaine-Sheet. 
that I may apply my heart wnio | jp 
W:/edome, And wherein {tandeth | fu 
_ this, but in preparing our ſelues | in 
for Death? And to fay truth, | xy 
this is the onely true Wiſedome;; C3 
onedram whereof is more worth: | ex 
then: all the -earriall- Prouidence | tt 
andwo:Idly Wit that is. of ſuch | x: 
account with men, though jt fill | { 
our Coffers with Gold and bring | x: 
in worldly wealth aboue- our | 7 
hearts wiſh, The more that wee _ | x 
_ apply our hearts: to this wife= | 1 
dome, and employ our-rime a- f 
bour it, the more wiſe and pro- 
vident ſhall wee proue-to haue 
 _- beeneforourbeſtgood:; and'the |, 
': {ſooner wee doe {&& abour it, fo 
| -- 'much the ſafer worke ſhatl wee : 
make. for our Soules. Our Life { 
iSheere afli2zned vs to makeready * 
for Death; which if it were much 
longer and more certaine 'then | 
| it; 


> - 
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ieis, were yet at the ſhortell for 


ſuch a buſinefle ; how much more 
in this ſhoreneile and- vncertain= 


' ty thereof ?. This worke, then 


cannot bee too- earely begun nor 
earneſtly followed, which -1s of 
that great importance for our E- 
ternall good or ill z and for which, 
ſo ſhort a time and: thac vncer- 
tazne tis allotted ys. Heere then 
I deſire yau to goe along with: 
mee, and wee will confider what 
is the beſt courſe to fit our ſclues: 
for Death, and. gather out of 
Gons Word (whichonely can 
inſtru vs with this wiſedome) 


; ome > Obſeruations -which'-by 


Go Dd 5. alliftance , may-giue vs 
all ome hejpe and furtherance in 
theaters; vol ef 
Firſt, then it is a good. Rep of 
Preparation . ynto Neath ' tho- 
roughly to:ynderftand, that wee 
} ;S- 


Seat - 


ws: A winding-Sheet. 


are fraile and mottall Creatures; |} 
with the cauſe from whence | 
ſpringeth; that: is- Sinne, and the | 


confequent- thereof , namely, E- 


rernall happineſſe | or miferie.. 
 _ Mo6s£s doth take his riſe heete 


_ andfercheththis wiſdome of ma... | 


king ready for Death from a ſeri: [1 
ous apprehenſion of-our Mortali. |t 
tie.. Lorb, reach mee(faythhee)-|at 


Ro ro timber my dayes, cc, Pfal.. 


What: is this-numbring of. 
wioes - but -to-haue a Tight | 
vnderſtanding, ard to take a feri- 
ous notice of. our life how ſhort” 
S on ca wh it is ? Lervsknow this- 


Ynder vpotrit with the: cir. 
wand her MN itwillex- 


itevvtoan induſtrives- and con- - 


ſtant care-of Dying inthe TcorD; 


whereof while: wee haue- little | 
right knowledge lefſe rhonghr,,.. 


Wwetats. —_ vnteady zand 'care-. 
» If 


T7 - www, 
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4 winding-Shett. xx 
lefſe to make ready for Death, Tt 
is a ſpeciall part of that waking 


[which our. Sav1ovn dothpto- 
 [nounce Blefſed, Luk,1 2.37, Bleſs * 
_| {ed are. thoſe Seruants, Whom the 
|L oxD- When hee commedb ſhall 


Snde waking:: -A man that s fallen 
; ans ſoundleepe:doth: not for 
the time know what his eſtite 


-|andcaſe is, much lefle ſcanne and 
|-ponder it with himfelfe. It isthe 
'| waking man qnely, wha can-and 
4dath vnderſtand the condition of - 


his health, credit,andabilitie; and 
employ his thoughts about'thefs 
to maintaine.or amend the ſame; 
Wee may bee ſure; then. that wee 
bane well ſhaken off that drowſie 


\ſlecpe, wherein. by Nature-wee 


lye knowing little and minding 


| lefle our mortallſtate, finfull con- 
| dition, Gap-andthe future Life; 


when wee begin-duely to vnder= 
ſand, 


12 A Finding-Sheet. 
ſtand,” deepely apprehend and 
earneſtly -minde , 'among other 
Spirituall things , -our fraile and 
mortall Nature, our ſinne which 
hath'bronght ys vnderthe-domi- 
nion of Dcath, and the iſſue of it, 
which is ( as | ſa'd) Eternall woe 
or happinelle. It 1s -not a com- 
-mon thing thus to awake ; and 
rare is the man , that is endued 
with this vnderſtanding of his 
Mortalitie, It is a myſterie nor 
_ karned but in Gops Schoole, 


and that by the teaching of Gop | 


himſelfe onely. Wherefore clſe 
doth Mas xs crane it of GOD, 
bur that he was the onely teacher 
of it ? Lokn, teach mee to num. 


ber my dayes, ee, Plal.go, And. 


Dav 1D likewiſe, LoRD, le mee 


know mme end and the meaſgre of | 
my dayes what it is,Pfal. 39.4. By 
humaine Arithmeticke men at- 


talne 


Fe «24 . 
o «* 0 ” 
a "= s _ 
#5 ok A » Ho h EY 4b 
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*F es” vn ” 5 ana 


aine to rare skill jin-numbring ; 
they learne to diuide , multiply, 
addeand ſubſtradt, they are able 
to caſt vp great iummes and euen 
account infinite. numbers : Geo- 


metrie doe-teach men to meaſure 


Lands, ito take the diftance of 


' Places, the height of Hills, and 


Towers; yea by Art, men aduen- 
ture to define the Compaſle of 
the Earth; the breadth of Hea- 


en; the height. and magnitude 


of. .Starres and Spheares. But 


- there js no. Art or:skill that can 


teach vs .aright to:number our 
Dayes or meafure-our Life, but. 
the Heauenly arithmeticketaught 


vs in Gods ward ; noMaſterhath 


any faculty to.inſtruR vs hereun- 
to, but GOD himſelfe, who muſt 
open this mylterie vnto vs & giue 
vs wiſedome to apply our heart 
vnto.it. Nature and Reaſon can 
gue 


" "7 : bk Sona IV [5 Y " 
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__ of: vs 


give v3 but'a flender'view and 
allow: vnderſtanding * of this 
thing, 'What. 38" more 
be. withvs,:then' to takea 
falſ© meaſure of « our” life who 
Trueh>""Jooh. namber his 
_ _ ayes * We imagine All our life 

to bee of inany-elles lengthwhich 
is burob an. Hind bredtts, - Wee 
.conceige: not ;pethaps- that wee 
"ſhall line guer ; er ol wee due- 
jy confiderchas wee may ſhordly 
and faddenly; thatweemuft cer: 
tainely. Dye; and that'ts' our e- . 
 veelaſting xorment if wepreuent 
It not,.\-Childrets for! wane--of 
| Hiffrerion vnderfland" nothing of | 
cheir: -Mortalitie: ;/ Yonng 'meh | 
_ whoare inthe floure ahÞ printe | 
of therr yeates, thinkiCthatDeatti 
cannot yer bee ioere when /avd 
_ that it werei bar- loſt-labour fot 
5 them 20 thinks on: it; Men-of 

more 


- 
HT 
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_ *more mature age -encumbred 
with multitude: of -worldly bu.. 
ſineſſe haue not leyſure to: confi- 
:der of it, | 
_ And-of Old men, none is fo 
aged who is not; perfwaded, that 
heeſhall or may lie yet a Yeare, 
aMoneth, a Wecke, or at leaſt « 
Day longer. It will heere bee 
faid,that Heathen men hane-wor- 


thily-diſcourſed of our Mortali.; - _ | 
tie. And whodothnet-acknow,: 


ledgethat he'is Mortall-?- I-grant: 
1t, and cannot but adniire. the 
ſpeeches which I finde in_Hea-. 

1en_ men , wanting the know- 

ledge of G o » and of his Word + 
. touching this ſubject. But how: 

' ſpcake they heregt? Much-as a 
Grammer ſcholler, writing or de- 
claiming on a Theme. which heg: 
doth: not well ynderſtand; ytte-: 
reth many things  wittily and: 

29 | PI 


E- 359:  # winding-Sheet. 
.pretily to the purpoſe ; but the 
po ſuch Ate us lhe hath an 
thered out of ſome Authors or 
haue ſuggeſted ynto him by 0- 
thers, of all. from him 'at vna- 
wares, more by hap ( as wee fay) 
F -rthenby cunning. Amongſt many 
F - ſhafts ſhot by ablind manzitchan- 
| _-cheththat ſome flye toward the 
maxrke. "Wee haue read of ſome 
Jenorant man who in a trance or 
{ſieepe haue poken Latine and 
-Greeke, made Verſes, and talked 
of wonders, which forthe preſent 
they minde not.; nor when they 
awake, are they able to call to- 
.- .minde, "Such like is the Diſcourſe 
of karned Heathen men concer- 
ning 'Mortalitie , - which - they 
Jearried rather by Ocular obſer- 
 wition'then* Diuine inſtrudtion; 
and: of which rhey' let fall: ſome 
rue and' graue ” Tpecchies , but 
with- 


A_Winding-Shttt. 17 
without chorough-apprehenfion. 
or fallvnderſtanding of thepaint, 
For they had. buta darke glinipſe 
- of that future 'Ntate which. -<n- 
ſueth Death; and knew 'no.. 

-thing ofthe truecauſeof this our = 


'vanitie and frailtic , which they . + 
-pored after in the warre and con. . © | 


trarietic ofthe Elements, wherce 
-of our-Body.is framed ; but was 
_ "truely.infinne that hath'pur em... 
nitic- betweene GoÞ and vs, and 
-cut vs off from Gop which was 
our Life, And for the vulgar 
knowledge of. our Mortalitie, 
what is it , but a-lecting fancie 
and ſwiniming conceit, that ma- 
keth no. deepe impreſlion.. nor 
conſtant apprebenſion of Death- 
and the. iflue of it-inour hearts, 
It is, with vs, as with -a-man 
viewing himſelfe in a Glaſſe:(as 
Saint la Mx $ ipeakethinano. 
01051 B 2 'ther 
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-ther cafe )- who' for the preſent 
.doth fee what his face and freure 
* 8, but-ypon -the -rurning of his 
;backedothforget it -: 'Euen fo, if 
-fome_ ſpeAacle or fpeech-of our 
:mortalitie bee offered, wee. en. 
.tertaine ſome flight thonghe of it, 
.of the nattire and ſequell thereof; 
:but in-a:moment ir.doth vaniſh 
.andis flipped out of memory ere 
4r can'take-any firme footing 'in 
vs, Finally, there'is a-naturall 
knowledge of our Mortalitic got- 
;ten from expcrienceof- what wee 
ce daily from-the'principles of 
naturegand/literall'mtruftion of 
rhe word. Acarnall mandothat- 
tatnieto this, but wath no benekt 
While iedoth ſhew to him onely 
theont-fide of this myſterie and 
'_ Ste himbutaſlight view-theredf 
that doth neuer-enter his heart; 
por enlarge it toa ſerious medi- 

hams tation 
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| ration of his fickle ſtate. And 


there-is 4 ſpirituall knowledge 
alfo of this thing; which doth lay 
open our Mortalitie with the cir- 
cumſtances of it to the full,. and 
doth prefent to our mindes with 
ſuch a clecre and conftant view 
thereof,, that wee cannot but 
thinke vpon it. and-lay it to our 
heart; An Image of it doth till 
ſtand before our eyes, anda fi- 
lent voyce eucr whiſpereth in our 
cares, that wee-dwell in houſes 
of Elay, haue our foundarion in 
the duſt,- and periſh from the; 
Morning vnto the Evening, 7b. 
4; 16. 19; 20. Whoſoeuer hath 
gotten this vnderffanding , hee 
hath learned-it of GOD, who 
awaking him out of the ſpirituall 
fleepe that oppretleth carnall 
.men , hath giuen: him eyes and 
ſenſes to ſee beyond them and 


3 7. 
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pry more exaRly into the my ſte-. 
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rieof Mortality,then they'can do,. 
who doe but ſuperficially know - 
and: more ſlightly lay to heart - | 
their mortall cafe with the cauſe | 
and iffue of it, This then wee 
may refolue for certaine,rhat wee 


'are ina good way of readineſſe 
for Death, if once wee bee come- 


to 2a thorough vnderſtanding of. 
theſe things and doe deeply pon. 


"der them, "There is none of com- 
mon ſenſe, that doth: know and- 
take ſpeciall notice of the com- | 
- ming of a friend or foe, and their - 
Intent therein that it 1s. for his. } 


fngular good or Vtter vndoing, 


but will looke: about him to bee 
in ſome reaUineſle to-receine the = 
- one andrefiſt the other 3. Euen fo, | 
-if the LoxD haue once well en- | 
formed . our mindes of theſe 
"things ( 1 meane the certaine 


COlt- 


EE a. 


tainetimerhereof, together with 


the bleſſed. ifſae of A good. end. 


and miſcrable of a bad} it will at 


once in ſame degree make vs- 


ready for Death, and- awake vs 


.toa ſpeciall care more and more, . 


to prepare our ſelues. See tou- 


ching this, a worthy paſſage in 
CALVINS Inſtitutions, Lib,;,, 


cap.9.ſect.2. 
Aſccondthing which will fur- 
ther vs in this worke, is to watch 


for, and againſt this honre- of 
. Death. If wee willnothaue the 
day of the LoxD come 06nvsas 


a: Thiefe in the night, (faith: bleſ- 


ſed Pav Li, Theſ. 5.8;) let vs 


not {leepe as others doe, but /t 


. vs Watch and bee ſober, And bleſ- 


ſed is hee that Wateheth, (faith 


_ the Holy Ghoſt, Rexel. 16.1 5.) 
- Watching is a word of ' larger 


"$4. - - "mn 
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comming of. D-ath, the vncer. _ 
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_ ſenſe1n theſe and ſuch places of 


Scripture, But by Watching 1 


heere meane (which ſenſe is alſo 
in them-included) ancxpeRarion- 
of Death, and ſuch a one, as that. 


wee looke for it cuery. moment, 


and make account that wee may, . 


nay, that wee ſhall meete there- 


_- with wherefoeuer wee bee, Fhe 
flocke is quickly wearied of the - 


Woolfe, and the Houſe is ſoone 
broken yp and. ſpoyled of the 


Thiefe, if the Shepheard and. 


Good-man: of the. houſe keepe 


-not good-watch againſt them. 
: Fhe Watch not well-kept hath 
oſt giuen an. opportunitie to the. 
 Encmte to enter . and fſacke-a 
— Towne, to ſurprize-an Armie, 


andcaut the throates of the Soul- 
diers fleeping-: but, the Enemic 
which is well Watched, doth 
much the lefſe hurt, Thus: wee 


muſt | 


muſt make ſure reckoning, that 
Death: will take vs at ſome ad- 
vantage, and ouertake vs at vna- 
wares to our vnſpeakeable hurt, 
if wee ſet: not a good -and con- 
tinoall ſpirituall- Watch againſt 
him. As then the carcfull Sen- 
tinell doth expeR the Enemie all 
the night long, ſuſpetting that 
if heecome not at one houre hee 
may come-at - another z if not 
one way, yet another, and-da- 
reth not let ſleepe to ſeaze on his 
eyes no not for a moment ; fo 
are wee to bec in a like watch- 
to} expeCtation. of -our Death at 
all times-and- places. Make wee 
account, that if hee haue vs not 
bythe backe in our Child-hood, 
hee will in our- Youth ; if hee 
paulke-vs 1nyouth, that wee ſhall 
heare oft.im in our riper Age ; if 
not then, yet ſarely in our Aged 
| 2/8 3 yeares, 
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.yeares. Doth hee ſpare you at 
-home ? expedthim abroad z Are 
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you layd in yourbed ? looke for 
you at .your beord ? looke. for 


him there to bee a gueſt. with . 
'you 3 Bre it day or night ; bee. 
 youalone or in company, inthe - 


feld. or in. the Towne, at your. 


ſport or abour. bufinefle, let this - 
bee . your. thought , heere may . 


Death came and arreft me. 
T his hath beene the ruine of - 


many men, . that as ſometime - 


careleſſe: Souldiers ſtragling a-- | 


. broad without order or armour, | 
 preſumingnot to meete withany | 
Enemy, haue beene caught. in an .. | 
ambuſh and cot. off when they . 
leaſt expeted ; fo they not lop... f 


king for Death then and there, 


 \ 


. him thereto diſeaſe you ; Feed 


haue beene {ct ypon at vnawares. . |: 
and taken away vnpreparcd as .. ; 
| they. | 


| 
RY 
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they were, It is: then extteame 
folly for vs in atiy place or time 
to promiſe to our ſclues ſecuritic 
from the ſtroke of Death ;: an E- 
nemy, that (like the /cwes-againft 
P av I) hath vowed our deſtru- 


ion ; that will make no league 


or take no truce with vs; that no 
brazen Tower can-exciude, no 
. Guifts winne, no Prayer intreat ; 
an Enemy that doth chafe vs con- 
tinually , ſometime - in viſible 
forme, of open danger and ſick- 
nefle, ſometime in an inuifible fi- 
 gure of ſecret perils and dilcaſes ; 
_ thathath a thovſand wayes to aſ- 
fault; and as-many weapons to 
kill vs, being neuer farrefrom vs, 
and oft neerer then werthinke of ; 
whoſe mortall ſtroke no fence 
can ward off, nor armour reſiſt. 
What then can wee doe other { if 
wee will doe wiſely) but 'cuer | 
me- 
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meditate of our DeathrandexpeRt 
it-alwayes ? Evenas well inthe . 
Prime of our yeares as the Win- 
- ter of our age; in Health as Sick- 


_ * nefle ; at a Banquet and. in-the 


middeſtof our mirth, asin a Bat- 
taile and amonegft the carkaſles of 
dead, andcryes of dying men. 
Yea, but (you-will ſay) this 
- will. marre all our mirth, For 
whocan laugh and bee-merry, if 


' kis heart bee ever taken vp with | 


the ſxd:memory of Death ; and 
- ſuchaghaſtly Image bee ſtill be- 
fore his: eyes-.. It may bec that 
this meditation will. indeed quell 
and coole our Garnall mirth, 
which wee take in laughing, ga- 
ming, dauncing, and ſuck: out. 
wardthings -: And .if it doeſo, | 
ratify ch _ _ | 
rme of O:xywel a ſyrupe plea- 
fantly tart, compounded of Wa- 
: ters 
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ter, Honey., and wine Vineger 
boyled together , that where 
Flegme doth abound, it auayleth 
_ prettily to extenuate and cleanſe 


It-away ; but if thar bee wan. _ 


ting, itpreyeth on the: ſubſtance 
and ſtrength it ſelfe of Nature ; 
and the frequent vſe of it rotteth 
the Teeth, dulleth the Sight, hur- 
teth not ſeldome the .Stomacke, 
alwayes the Sinewes ::.-It may 
bee then wholeſome as 4 med. 
cine, to them that are circum- 
ſpe& inthe vieof it ; butit is in» 
 euitably hurtfu]l-vo- them , that 
turne it'into a vinall food: : .Euen 
fo this worldly mirth is highly 
prized, and praiſed- as a ſoue- 
raigne medicine to preferue our 
bodily health, and' to put over 
ſorrowes and: qualmes off the 
heart, wherein alſo perhaps it 
may doe ſomewhat , wiſely. and 

warily 
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. warily vicd ; bur it is perillous, 
. yea pernicious, to the ſound (tate 
of our better part, our Soule, I 
meane ; chiefely, if it beefollow. 
_edasa Trade and taken vp as a 
. dayly Diet. For what doth it 
. but ſteale our hearts from GOD, 
- our time from his ſeruice, make 
the Diuell a faire way toenſnare 
_ vs, and giue Death an opportu- 
'nitie.to ſeaze vpon vs at-yna- 
. wares, Andthen what commerh 
of all our merriment and ſport, 
bur eaerlaſting woe and lamen- 
. ration? AS Curls rThath it 
in Luke,6,25, Woe bee unto you 
that laugh ; for you ſvall. mourne 
and lament, No good feed doth 
- proſper in ground that is too 
ranke andrich ; Noris there any 
place in an heart diſpoſed onely 
to this Garnall mitth, for godly. 
ſorrow, true repentance, ws” 
; an 


_ 


and frequent prayer, ſ{crious me- 
ditation of Go D 's Wotd, nor 
finally ;for this ſerious Spirituall 
wiſedome, 1n making ready for 
Death ; of which the heart car- 
. nally merry, cannot endure the 
- fight orthought, Anger or griete 
(faith SaLomwon Ecele/, 7, 5.) 
is better then laughter ;. for by a 
ſad Countenance the heart is 
made better, Oar | Children 
learne not moſt where they lavgh 
moſt, and haue moſt ſport and 
play. The beſt. Schoole for lear- 
ning is a place of ſober and mo- 


derare Diſcipline ,” to reſtraine 
Children from wanton [liberty _ 


and; fometime- to . make chem 
ſmart for it , and other faults. 
So the ſchoole. of Cynais rt, 
where wee are -to learne true 
wiſedome, is not the Houſe of 


-{for- 
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mirth and tealting, but of godly - 


, 
- > . 
\ i 


30 A Winding-Shett. 


forrow and' monrning. Wee 
ſhall then fuſtaine-no loſe, it by 
this meditation of .Death wee 
leeſe and abate any thing of 
this worldly mirth, which is the 
bane of our ſoules health, But 
for our. true ſpirituall Toy in 
G QD it will further that, ma- 
king vs ſo.much the more to 
minde.and ſceke heauenly things 
to ſolace our hearts in the hope 
of them,  to- haſten our repen- 
tance, and. labour- for the aſla- 
rarce of a..life more ſtable and - 
certayne ,, by. how much the 
. more wee-minde-the vncertain- 
ty and-end of this: our Mortall 
life, and all the comforts of it. 
-And'as fer lJawtull and Chriſtian 
ſolace: in outward- blefiings, it 
will not-hinder- that, but direR 
and keepe it within compaſie, 
- that it bring not an oblivion of 
Se x, Fl G OD 


GOD and better things on vs, 
- anda fecuritie in the negle& of 
our faluation and” the meanes 
thereof, It is not briefely the. 
Chriftian expeCtation of Death, 
' that will marre onr good and ho- 
nelt mirth, but a ſeruile feare 
thereof, and vnreadinelle for it. 
The. more that wee ſhall in a 
Chriſtian ſort expe& Death, the 
more ready ſhall wee bee for it, 
and the Icfſe ſhall wee ftand in 
fcare of*'it. As: a man forewar- 
ned; 1s thereby. alſo well fore- 
armed ; fo a godly expectation 
of Death, is a-:good . degree of 
preparation thereunto. 

In the third place, this wee 
mnſttake heed -of, that wee bee 
not farre engaged intothe world, 
nor deepely plunged into the 
affaires of it, if wee will bee in 
a readineſle for Death, The ap- 

| proach 
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' proachof the Enemy andthe all... 


arme vato the Battaile, is vnwel- 
come and. heauy newes -vnto 2 : 
Souldier, who is tarned Mer- 


chant, that hath great Trade by 


Land and Sea, hath got his- 


- - houſes full of -Merchandize and. 


Coffers of money ; or is become 
aiolly Farmer, hauing about him 
a great (locke of Corne or Cat- 
tle; And fo will Death bee vnto 
Vs, if wee.keepe our hands full: 
of worldly buſinefſe, and haue 


_ - our hearts ſet on the cares and 
Pleaſures thereof, Ny mar 


(ſaxthPavy r, 2. Tiwmoth, 2. 4.) 
that goeth aw Warre- fare ts intan- 
gled With the buſineſſes of this 
Life ,. that hee way pleaſe him | 
Which hath cheſtn him for a Soul- | 


' Ger, It is a ſpeciall point of a | 
. good Souldier, to bee alway rea- | 


dy-at his Captaynes call, bee it | 
neuer 
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neuer ſo ſodaine, Such a+ one. 
will therefore keepe himſelfe free 
from other 1mployments, that : 
all times hee. may. attend : his 
Captai nes pleaſure. in going 
whether hee ſhall ſend him, arid 
doing what hee ſhall Command. 
What are wee, but GODS 
Souldiers vnder IusSyvs CHRIST 
our Generall 2 whom to pleaſe. 
oughr to bee our ſpeciall care ; 
and tothat end muſt wee keepe 
our hearts and hands free from 
the intanglements of this worlds 
affaires and delights, that wee 
may at all times bee ready for 
whatſoeuer ſeruice hee ſhall put 
vsto., bee itto hazard our liberty, _ 
credit , or. wealth , for his. names 
fake; orat his call though very . 
ſuddaine, to lay downe and giue. 
vpour lives, Sarely , to meddle 
farre with worldly — and 
| am- 
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> hamper our ſelnes, with them, . 


muſt needes beea maine impedi- 
ment to this readineſfe. For 
theſe cares and pleaſures, .if once 
they inſinuate into vs; will fo 
intrench themfelues inour hearr, 
that it will not-bee cafie to ex. 
pellthem :- Nay, they will juſtle 
out of place or" much kinder this 
moſt ſpeciall 'and greateſt care to- 
wake ready for- Death, drows 
ning all thought thereof by thcir 
continuall buzzingin- our hearts 
and cares ; and taking away our 
time- by worldly cmployments, 
which they will one: after ano- 
ther without reſt put vpon'ys. - 
Good-fcllowes (as they aremil- 

named) and Ruftians , cannot 
brooke the preſence of ſober and 
ciuill men ; nor will they ad- 
mit of ſuch into their Chamber 
where they intend to bee Frolike 

| an 
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-and:merrie 3. or-at leaſt willnor 
reſt till they haue tliruſt them out 
of doores, if :by chance they .bee 
amongſt them.. As.ill-can world- 
ly caresand pleaſnres conſiſt and 
_ zgree withſpirituall and religi- 
ous, *which- they will. eyther 
greatly. diſtutbe, or: vtterly, put 
. out of. place, as. whoſe fellow- 
Mipis ynpleafingtathem. Nay, 
rofay truth; godly.ithoughts and 
purpoſes cannot thrive and grow 
-vp to-their/ maturitie., among 
worldly. cares and ' pleaſures, 
Which: as T hernes. and. Bryers 0. 
uerfſhadow .and thoake vp the good 
feed of 'GQ DS Weil. , ſawn. 
inthe Hearts of men, Luk;$:14. 
| Beſides, this vnſpeakeable miſ- 
ZE chicfe; how vawilling doe they 
| makeys todepartthis Life; when 
| ourtime approacheth,. O-Death 
(aith one) how bitter 1s thy re- 
| -_ MEM» 
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.membrance, to a man that hath 
pleaſure in his Riches *? Buthow | 
mach more terrible is the pre- 
ſence it folfe of Death ' to ſuch-a 
one ? Did not the backward- 
nefle of the Gueſts which were: 
-inuited tothe Kings wedding 
Feaft- come from hence , .euen: . 
from their worldly cares ,- plea- 
ſires,and buſinetie:?: One, had 
Farme Which hee: mm ft needes: gor 
out and ſee ;:xnother, had ayoake 
of Oxen'to. proue-z . A third, hed 
married 4' Wife., Whom hee muſt 
"Wayte on and" a Family 'growmp 
om: him. Which bee muſt care:;for, 
Luk.14.18.6c, Thus, for one 
thing or other, none-could finde 
leafare or get their goodUwils to 
come vnto.the Feaſt; that 48;:to 
embracethe Goſpellofl'z's 'v'$ 
Cuxrx1sT, From 'the found 
:protellion whereof, if worldly 
+ Pro- 
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-profits and pleaſures , doe keepe 
vs, when yet it doth_permit-vs. 
ſoberly to 'vie . and 'emoy the 
ſame ; much; more will they 
make vs 'vnwilling to dye, when 
wee mult leaue all ſuch things, 
and appeare before - our Iudge 
AlmightitGOD, to: giue ac- 
count how wee haue gotten and 
vſedthem. Is it not an- ordinary 
complaint of men, that Death' 
doth cometoo ſoone-vpon:them? 
And whence growes it, but here- 
of, that they are too much enſna- 
red and -cntangled with -the 
World > For, what doth the 
Young-man - complaine of, but- 
that hee is taken away in the 
| flowre of his yeares, before hee 
| doth know the world, and haue 
| thoroughly taſted the .pleaſures 
} of-it'? And what -doth the EL- 
der alledge, but that hee dyes 
in 


28 A winding-Sheet. 


in the middeft of much bulſineſſe, 
and hotteſt parſuite of his game? 
The one could bee content (hee 
thinkes) to dye, if hee had well 
ſatisfied himſelfe with the de- 
lights and pleaſures of. the 
-world : and the other, if hee 
had brought about-the world to 
- his-minde,-for his Wife and Chil- 
dren, It is then a grear let vnto 
-qur readinelle, to remoue hence 
when! wee ſtep. too farre- into 
the world, and hamper our {clues 
with the affaires. thereof. Where- 
in allo; wee are decciued :by a 
vaine, confidence, that wee can 
atour pleaſure and on ſhort war- 
ning, vnwinde Our - ſelues from 
theſe intanglements;-and-rid our. 
handsof them, — 

»- But- how gl alas | -was$ , POOTE 
SUMP $©'N : beguiled with 
this conceit -2 When ſuffering 

| TI 


A winding-Sheet, 29 
DAL1'LAH to ſhane off his 
lockes againſt his vow,and to fet- 
ter him, hee thought, as at other 
timeszthe Philiftims afſailing him, 
to breake all and free himſelte,burt: 
the Lord; beſide his'expeCtation, 
being gonefrom him, he was not 
able fo todoe, but was taken pri- 
ſoner by them, 'and his. eyes be. 
ing:pur out, he became: aidrudge 
togrinde:in priſon, and a May- 
game vnto his enemics. No leſfe 
feare 1s'there thatthey who ſuffer 
themſelues to. bee _intangled-and 
fettered with/ worldly. eccafions 
ſhall finde it much harder to clezre 
themſelues:.then they imagined, 
For earthly cares and-pleaſures 
are very heauy ſtuffe and preſiz 
<downe; yea, opprefle ſuch {oules 
-as vridertake them, Luk 21.3. 
-And they doe further belide their 
weiglit, beſet vs with ſuch cun- 
C ning, 
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ning; ard hang fo faſt ypon vs as 
it is, Hcb.12,1, that wee cannot 
eſcape from rhem and ſhake 
them off at pleaſure. If wee haue 
made them our familiars in our 
health, they will not in ſickneſſe 
be calt off, but like importunate 
companions, will then hang a- 
bout vs, preile ypon vs, hinder 
.our beſt conſultations abour our 
laſt paſſage, diſtract eur thoughts 
to thinke and diſpoſe of them, 
and dullour ſpirits that wee ſhall 
not be able to pray, to receiue, 
and apprehend any fpirituall in- 
ftructions and comforts, or con- 
Rantly and cheerefully to me- 
ditate on the future life. As a 
poore bird caught in a inare at 
vnawares fecdeth: ſecurely, not 
miſtrufting her owne treedome ; 
-yntill yponthe ſight of the Fow- 
ler ſhee allailing to file wg 
et 
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deth her ſelfe to hang fait, and © 


that the more ſhee ſtruggleth and 
fluttereth to get looſe, the more 
ſhedoth intangle her ſelfe, and ſo 
beating her ſclfe to extreme weae- 
rincfle, fheeat length falleth into 


the Fowlers hands : Euen fo our” 


ſoules being entangled with cares 
and pleaſures, as it were ſnares, 
wee all the time of our health 
nothing doubt, but that wee are 
free enough, vntill that ypon the 
approach of Death when' wee 
would get looſe, wee finde our 
foules fo falt hung and fettered, 
that with all their ſtruggling ang 
contention they cannot eſcape, 
but, vnleſſe Godof ſingular mer. 
Cy ſet them free, they become a 
prey to death, and to him that 
hath the power of death ; that is, 
the Denill. The Lord therefore 

gitte ys wiſcdome to keepe our 
' C3 hearts 
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:heatts free from theſe ſnares, to 
:haue our conuerfation without 
..cou.touſnefle, and-to-be content 
with things-preſeat- : The Lord 
.tcach vs to. keepe within com- 
.Þaſſe, that. wee. doe -not-ouerload 
_ - Qurhearts and hceds with world- 
ly cares, nor out of an inordinate 
loueof the world, thruſt and in- 
-gage our ſelues. further-thereinto 
.then thatwith eaſeand at the firſt 
.call, wee may retire, 'It were-an 
-happy thing tor vs ( I am fure) if 
. wee would imbrace that good 
 adutſe of St,Paul,1 Cor. 7. that 
is, hauing Wafe and children, tobee 
pt wee hadnene:Hauing bought 
.or otherwiſe gotten large reve. 
.newes, to be as if wee poſſeſſed 
no ſuch thing, and to viſe the 
world as tholc that did not vie it, 
.or Would not abuſe ir, Whatſoe- 
cErcomiorts, as Wife, children, 
wealth, 
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- wealth, credit, dignity, 6G OD 
ſhall beſlow vponys, there 1s no” 
doubt but thathee doth'atlow vs - 
to viethem as ſome ſolace to vs: 
in this land of onr Pilgrimage ;- 
occaſtons of honeſt: labour and: 
trauaile' : and -furtherances of 
doirig good 'and+our bctter fer. 
ving him, But ach a looſe affe-. 
ction ought wee alway to carty 
toward them , that- the- inordi- 
nate loutiof: them doe: neyther* 
cauſe vs to make-any: breach- in' 
our Conſcience to get or keeps: 
them, nor to encumber our ſclues- 
with worldly buſtneſſe white wee 
heere ſojontn2 ; norat GoDs' 
fammons to bee vawilting eyther 
tohazard them all for the Truths - 
ſake, or by D:ath to goe away - 
iron them all. Nay, fuch ought” 
©o bee the diſpoſition of oar heart * 
toward theſe earthly Comforts, 

C3, that 
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that when Death doth warne vs 
it ſhould bee all one with vs as if 
wee had none of them ; and no 
Jeſſe ready ſhould wee bee to 
leaue our beſt contentments and 
faireſt hopes, to goe vnto the 
Lord, then if our life were 
wholly voyde and deſtitute of 
them ; yea, were full of troubles 
and afflittions. 

The fourth thing which will 
ſpecially prepare vs for Death, is, . 
to looke hereunto, that wee bee 
alway in « Spirituall manner well 
cloathed and armed from top to 
toe. The armed Souldier is rea- 
dy for the skirmiſh vpon ſhort 
warning, and the better hee is | 
appointed , with the more cou» *f 
rage doth hec enter the Field, | 
If a man bee ready pirt and fully , 
cloathed, you may diſpatch him | 
away on a ſuddaine- journey 3 
which, 
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which, a naked man or halfe-ap- 
parelled cannot vndertake , but 
ypon greater leyſure, ; 
. So hieere, if wee haue our Sp1- 
rituall-cloathing an armour e- 
uer well gict and cloſely buckled 
yato vs, weeſhall ncuer bee vn- 
ready-for this battaile , nor vn- 
fitto take-our journey hence vp- 
on the ſhorreſt warning. . 

To ſpeake ſomewhat of them 
in ſeucrall. Behold, 7 come 4s 4 
T hiefe , ſayth our Saviour 
Curls r, Revel,16.15, And 
what then? Why ? Bleſſed is hee 
that watcheth- and Kkeepeth big 
garments, that hee walke not na. 
ked and men fee not his filthi- 
nefle. Bee Cyx15Ts comming ; 


bee our Death neuer fo luddaine, 


there 15no feare of our well do- 
Ing, if wee keepe our garments. 


.about vs to couer our nakednefſe,. 


C4 and | 
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and hide our filth from G © ps: 
eyes. 

Now,what theſe Garments has 
wee arctold Rexel.1.9, 7:8: The. 
marriage of the Lambe' 4s come 


and the Bride hath mude her.rea. 


ay; eAnd it 1s giuen ber that ſhee 
ſhopld bee cloathed. With Linnen 


pare and ſhining, And-what is. 


this pureand ſhining Linnen ? Is 
35 asthere followeth, The righte- 
ouſneſle of the Saints. Righte- 
ouſneſles ( ſayth the Scripture ) 
not Rightcouſneſle onely,. For it 
Is a. double garment wherewi:h 


wee mult beeclad. One is an-in- 


ner garinent, f@ to call it, that 1s 
the righteouſnetle of Faith ; name- 
y , CHE1;STS: richreouſneſle, 
bedicnce,and Merits, reckoned 
No by GOD,and apprehended 
by Faith. The other i; an outer 
garment, that is, The righteoul- 
= neſle 
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nefſe of a good Life through the 
fanQification of the Spirir, that 
doth renew vs to the loue;know- 
ledg2, and feare of GOD, and 
ingender in vs a | generall and 
conſtant. care and -purpoſe to 
walke in the wayes of GOD, 

Theſe are the Wedding gar- 
ments, theſe. the: pure and ſhi. 
nin> rayments-of the Chriſtian 


 ſoule; with the which, who fo 1s 
'apparelled-, as a Bride beeing 


richly decked in her Wedding 
habite, is ready to conſummate : 
the marriage- with. her deareſt : 
Bridegroome; fo; isneealwayes 
inreadinefſeto goc hence and ap-" 
pzare before the LoRD in the 
Heauens. For, there is no-good + 
vie, which our garments. per- 
forme vnto our Body, which this 
ſpirituall raymentdoth notrichly 
performe ynto. our-Soule, Our. 
C-5 gre 
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garments, firſt, are covers for our 
nakednefleto hide our vnſeemely 
parts and ſecret deformities,from 
the view of men ; ſecondly, they 
keepe vs warme, and. defend vs 


from-Winters cold, ſharpe blaſts, 


and othtr annoyances of the 
weather ; thirdly , they diftin- 
guiſh and put a difference be- 
tweene Nations, Sexes, and De- 
grees of men, So one is the ha- 
bitof the French, another of the 
| Purch; one of the Woman, ano- 
therof the Man ; one of the Gen. 
tleman, another of the Yeoman. 
Laltly , they doe ferue to decke 
and adorne our perſons by their 
comely ſhew , procuring vs ac- 
. ceptance, and adding to. our re- 
ſpe before men. 

Thus, if wee be cloathed with 
the fine ſhining Linnen of the 
Bride, this Righteouſneſſe of the 

KD Saints, 
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Saints, our ſpiritual] nakednefle 
1s thereby coucred, and all our ſe. 
eret filth and d:formity hid from 
Gods eye, that it appeare not to 
our confuſion ; wee ſhall alſo feele 


- our Soules to be filled with much 


ſpirituall Peace and Comfort, and 
well guarded againſt all chilling 
feares, and killing horrours of 
Godps wrath, that gripe and 
ſting the hearts of wicked wret- 
ches; then, wee ſhall thereby bee 
made Kknowne both to GOD 
and Men, from prophane and vn- 
godly perſons, Heereby are ma- 
nifeſt the ſonnes'of G o Þ, and 
the ſonnes of tae Dinell : Whe/o. 
euer doth not Right eonſneſſe, ts rot 
ef GO D.1,lohn,z.10, Laflly, 
wee ſhall heereby be commend:d 
vnto G o'Þ, and pref:nted be- 
fore him, holy,pure, innocent and: 
glorious, and finde fauour in his 1 

; eyes 4 
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eyes: to- bee accepted. as his 
ſonnes and davghters, to bee re. 
puted meete Brides for1 8.5 v.s- 
CHRIST, and to bee made 
G lorious. and for euer Bleſſed a- 
mong the Saints. It is afolly, to 
tricke and trim -our ſelues with 
any other garments againſt that- 
day. A filken coat, thovgh ſpan- 
gled with. Gold and glittering; 
with. Pearles as flares, will 
not doe vs any ſeruice at that 
Houre : Nothing will heere ſerue- 
our turnes but a good Conſcience 
purgcd by Faith in the Blood:of 
CuR1s T, For, all externall 
OAmRorns though moſt .gorge- 

, have no luſtrein G o.D. s-. 
ma es; and if they had, yet at this | 
ryme they world nothing anayle 
vs. For Death , will ſtrip vs. of. 
them ; ard pull; ng vs out.of our 
izlſe and borrowed habite, wall 
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lay vs and al our filthinefſe naked 
tothe view of God, and hisholy 
-Angells. But for theſe robes of 
Rightcouſnefle, if wee have got- 
ten them, death.cannot rob vs of 
them, nor plucke them from ys ; 
but mavegre death, we ſhall carry. 
them with vs to preſent vs holy 
and. ſpotlefle before God, 
And in truth which is it thav- 
doth.make ys ſhrinke at Death, 
and fo vnready for it, but acon-. 
ſctence of our ſpirituall naked= 
nefle? Death: wee. know. will- 
drawevs before the glorious pre»: 
ſence, andfet vs in the view.of 
Almighty God, whoſe eyes are- 
purer then light, brighter then- 
the Sunne ; whoſe Maicftic doth 
dazlc the eyes of the Cherubins., 
and maketh-them: to cover their: 
faces before it, Now With man 
is there ſo. deſtitute- of ſhame- 
| faced 
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faced baſhfulnefſe, that being na-- 
ked and befid:s miſhapen, filthy 

and deformed, would not bee 
much aſhamed co come foorth in 
publike view, and much more to- 
 ſhew himſelfe in a full atſembly 

before the Prince and his Nobles. 
Sure itis, that King Dav1ds 

feruants whom Hanyn King of. 
Ammon had vied with that re- 

- proach, as to ſhaue off halfe their 
beards, and cut off their gar- 

ments by their buttockes, poore- 
men, were cxcecdingly afhamed: 
of themſelues, and loth to bee 
ſcene, 2.54.10, Andhow then. 
can wee but be aſhamed and con- 

founded to appeare before ſo cx. 
cellent and glorious a p:eſence,as: 
is the God of glory, all his Saints. 
and Angells, while our conſcien- 
ces tell vs that wee be ſpiritually 
naked ; yea, very filthy and Wy 
med: 
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med,and then alſo want this pure 
linnen of Chriſts Spouſe to couer 
and hide our filthinefſe and na- 
kednefle from Godseyes, When 
ADAM and Evs ſaw themſelues 
tobenaked, they were afraid of 
Gods voyce, and ont of ſhame 
hid themſelues from his preſence, 
Gen, 3.8.10.But what nakednelſle 
made them thus to feare and bce 
aſhamed? That of the body * 
No furely, that was a lying ex- 
cuſe, For before their finne they 
were fo naked, and yet did bold- 
ly and without bluſhing conuerſe 
with God, Gen. 2,25. It was 
their ſpirituall nakednefle, the 
lofle of that glorious cloathing 
of righteouſn:fe and holinefle 
Wherewith God had adorned 
them, which made them thus 
aſhamed of themſelves, and thus 
to tremble at Gods voyce and 

p:cſence 


WF bn Get 
va. ©, 2 VS 
LO” "af'® »: 


< 
b » 


©. 3 


Pat 
7% , 

a& * 

pr x 


$22 
Peche.O 


| _; 
- 54 <A Winding-< 

preſence, What was it but the: 
want of this {pirituail wedding 
garment; that did [trike the gueſt 
dumbe and.ſpeechletle,- 2/ar.2-2.. 
1.2, which had thruſt himſelfein- 
to the Wedding feaſt without it? - 
For outward habit, it.is like, hee - 
was as handſome as any other : 
nueft ;. yea, it may bez forexters« 
nall-appearance. of- holineſle -not - 
:nferiour to them+ but being de- 
ſitute of the true ſpirituall wed- . 
ding garment, viz, righteouſnelle 
In Chriſt, a good conſcience, and - 
faith vntained,. when the King - 
came in to-tak? a ſarney of his 
gueſts, and fell to examine him, . 
with Friend how camelt thou in. 
kither, and haſt not on a wedding : 
garment, hecou!ld. not abide the - 
tryall, nor ſuiſtaine his preſence, . 
Wh:reas the oiher gueſts. that -- 
were therewith decxed, were no- - 
thing - 
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thing appalled at the Kings pre. 
fe . Yu ſtood. boldly ere 
him, and feafted. cheerefully. at 
his table, Till then wee can get 
this ſpirituall cloathing, and bee 
decked with theſe ſpirituall rcbes 
of rightcouſneſſe by faith, and an 
holy conuerſation, wee ſhall not 
beable with. true confidence to 
appeare before our God. But it | 
vee be clothedtherewith as be- 

commeth Saints, thenas SALo- 

MONS Queene, being clid in 4 
garment of the gold of Ophir, 
|| food boldly at the right-hand of 
q herKing,P/a/.45. and as a man 
s bluſheth not to came forth be. 
$ ſoreany preſence, being apparel- 
4 ledin ſome comely ſort for his. 
calling and degree, fo ſhall wee 
cuer be able with confidence to. 
come beforethe King of heauen, 
and the peercs of that. heauenly 
court, 
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court, neither ſhall wee bee afraid: 
when death: as Gods. Sergeant. 
ſhall cite and! fammon vs there- 
unto. | 

But now wee muſt not onely 
be fairely clothed. to vndergoe 
this ſeruice with ſuccefſe, but alfo- 
thorowly armed, Touching 
which, Pav Li a worthy Cap- 
taine in the Lords army, and of 


great experience in the ſpiritual]. 


warfare doth thus aduife, Epheſ, 
6,11.13. Put yeeon andtakevn-: 
toyouthe whole armour of God, 
that yee may be able to reſiſt in 
the cuill day, and hauing finiſhed. 
all things Rand faſt, Of all the 
euill daies where with wee ſhall 
be tried as there is none more 
certaine, ſo none is more peril- 
lous and pernitious then the day 
of our death, wherein if we ouer- 
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wee be foyledz eternally vndone, 
In the which day wee haue no 
way to ſtand faſt and goe away 
guarewrs, but by putting on 

s complete armour which 
will ward all blowes, and war- 
rant vs the victory. Doe you de- 
fire to know what this armour 
1s, and the parts of it ? There is 
firſt ( as they are reckoned vp, 
verſes 14-15,&c,) Verity, that is 


Struth in our inward parts, and 


f fincerity in ſ{zrning God, doing 
Jall things with finglenelſe of 
Sheart, and not in hypocriſie fol- 
gowing that which is good for its 
pwne ſake, as pleaſing to God, 


- @ndcommanded by him, not to 


purchaſe the good will and ap- 


plauſe of men, to gaine honour, 
rofit,&c, And this muſt be as a 
elt and girdle to gird vp the 


£ Pynes of our mindes vnto every 
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_ _ good worke, Itis anold ſaying; 


__ . that amanvnegirt is ynbleft; here 


it is moſttrue;that hee-is ia man 
voide of-all grace, :and*fo farre 
from Gon s blefting that wan- 
teth this girdle of Truth about 
his loynes, Next,fora brelt-plate 
to defend the hearr; the: feate 
as of Naturall; ſo of Spirituall 
life, there is added righteouſneſſe; 
And what is that, bur an vnfai- 
ned and conſtant purpoſe and in- 
deauour to keepe a good Confci. 
ence before Go Þ and'Men, de- | 
ſiring- to-liuve honefily in all | 
things, towalke in all the wayes: } 
of Go TD, and ſhunne cnery wic- | 
ked way and worke of darknelle. i 
Thirdly, for ſhowes Pav doth 
commend, fay ſome patience; | 
bnt as 1 rather take it, the know- 1 
kdge of the Goſpel,which doth } 
publiſh to vs our peace and- re- (C 
con- 
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. conciliation with G.o Þd ; wheree 
with wee muſt furniſh and pre- 
pare our ſelues, that wee may the 
beiter hold on. our courſe tho- 
rough the molt rough and thorny 
wayes, and the thickeſt troupes 
of our Enemies toward Go Þ, 
and that.cheerily, knowing that 
wee walketoward him that is at 
|| peacewithvsinCanr1s T,and 
; | will at length ſend vs peace and 
- give vs reft from all our trou- 
- E bles. Fourthly, for. a ſhield wee 
- E muſt take. vato- our ſclues , and 
{ Ythat aboue all-things -Faith, viz, 
$5: FA true juſtifying Fich, that doth 
-. dive and plunge it ſelfe ouer-head 
2. Randeares. ( foto ſpeake) into the 
hh Iwounds and blood of Curisrt, 
e : Wothcaſt it ſelfe and wholly ret 
y- Þn him for Righteeuſnefſe and 
th Pardon of finne,, afluring vs of 
re--nk15ST be dwclling in-vs, 
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0 and his beeingours for Righteouſ: 

.' nefle, Wiſedome, Holineſſe and 
Redemption, with the vnchange- | 
ablenefſe of GoDps loue and } 
goodwill toward vs. For this is 
the onely piece of armour that 
an repulſe, or if they doe faſten 
vpon vs, quench the fiery darts | 

. of Sathan, that is, pacifie and | 
quiet all helliſh feares and hor« 
rours wherewith hee doth terr1- | 
fieour Conſciences, thorough the | 
remorſe of our ſinnes and appre- F1 
henſion of Gods wrath, and fi- RF 
lence all thoſe wofull doubts J« 
which hee doth raiſe in our hearts } 
about our eleRion and ſaluation, JÞ: 
Fittly, a bleſſed hope and expe- 38: 
Qation of Eternall life , for! 
Cur 1s75s ſakepromifed to vs, 
muſt ferne for ourhelmet which $® 
wee muſt put on, that wee may# 
be able ar all times and efpeciall; 
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at our Death, to hold vp our head 
4na cheerefull manner, as know- 
ing that then the day of our Re- 
1 demptiondoth approach. Sixtly, 
| the Word of G o©D, that is, the 

Sword which wee areto gird Vn+ 

toour thighes, making vſe of all 

the parts thereof, as hiding vp in 

our heart the pretious promiſes 

thereofto ſuaccour our faith, and 

vphold our fainting hope; the 
. | threats and judgements to re. 
5 preſſe our rebellious flefh,and op. 
_ poſe againſtthe ſweet and frau- 
Adulent inticements: of {inne ; the 
al 'l ommandements to direct our 
4 other: and ſpurre on our dili- 
e- gence in-doing good; the prohi. 
Þiions 2s bits to reltraine our 
es andring appetites and” wan- 
ich on luſts ;. the 'truthes to eſta- 
liſh vs a2ainſt all erraneous and 
$allc dofrine of ſuch as lye in 

waite 
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waite to ſeduce vs.” Laſtly prayer 
cuenin all kinde, and that feruent 
and continuall mult not bee neg- 
1eRed, by which we are to begge 
of Almighty God $kill to vſe 
'this ſpitituall armour, and a good 
iflue 1n this fight, Which 'is a 
man armed at all points, and yn- 
Skilfall in the vſe'of it; but a Por. 
*ter heauily laden; or a Ptjfoner 
ſhackled in his fetters? All the ; 
ſuccour that wee haue from our ; 
ſpirituallarmour, ſtanderh in the ; 
good vic we'makethereof; which j 
wee canriot” otherwiſe obtaine, 7 
but by prayer from God, who a- + 
lone teacheth'our fingers to - fight 
his bartailes;traineth vs'vp in this 
warfare, gineth vs courage, ma-4 
kettyvsſtrongim him, ard in the 
power of his | might. Neglect! 
this anditis allone,as if we were 
vnarmed : Neither can wee beg * 
41:1, -- - {ound . 


F 
7 
- . > 
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Tound and ſincere of heart , 
nor follew rightcou'ncſle to. 
the full, nor haue the whole 


comfort of our knowledge, 


hope and faith ; nor weil ma- 


 nage the ſword -of the ſpirit, 


thatis GoDps word to quell 
our ſpirituall foes, if wee doe 
not 10fne to 'theſe, much and 
often prayer. For Prayer is as 
2 whetſtone to ſharpen the 
edge of this fword, to make 
it cut vnto-the quicke, and goe 
home; and the furnace where- 
in the other picces of this 
armour muſt bee wrought ta 
their right temper, that thcy 
may bee-of p:oofe and impe- 
netrable. And it then wee bee 
thus armed, Dcath can a: no 
time ter on vs to our hurt ; 
And what need hee teare the 


approchof death? that being 


D confſcluus 


conſcious. to himſelfe that his 
eat is voide of guile, and vp- 
right toward G o Þ, and being 
daily imployed in doing Gods 
will, and -cxercifirg himſelfe 


to all rightcouſnefle , doth vn- 


derſtand by the Goſpell as a 
meſſage ſent from heauen, that 
God is at peace with him; is 
by faith perſwaded of his in- 
tcreſtinIlEsSV $s CHRIST and 
all his merits, for the pardon 
of his ſinnes, and to fet him 
free from-Gods vengeance and 
heil fire ; hath an aflured hope 
afrer death to enioy that in- 
.Ccorruptible Crowne of glory, 
Which is referued for him in 
he heauens; and while hee 
aiteth for it, doth walke-vn- 
der the ſafegard, and-in the 
:ight or Gods word, trembling 


At Lie igdgements, taking di- I 


 rection 
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'reion from the precepts, re- 


tofcing in the diuine mylterics, 
and receining comfort from. the 


promiſes thereof; and can pray 
with {ighes and grones vnut< 


terable viito G o D,cuen 1n the- 


agony of death for his mercy 


and. ayde, which: at no 'time 


ſhall faile to ſuccour him, and: 
'much lefle in that laſt conflit 


and bickering. The hills may 
ſooner fall, and the pillars. of 
the Earth bee thaken, then the 
eſtate of this man can be ouer- 
throwne, eaenby death it lelfe, 
It is fo indecd , that -vntill 
wee -be thus armed, wee ſhall 
not bee hardy enough to -eri- 
counter Death ,, Wee cangzot 
but tremble at the thought, 
much mo:e at the preſence of 
that grimme King of feare; 
| DO 2... :v&r 
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For wee areindeathro grapple 
with moſt-gaſtly enemies much 
to ſtrong fori'vs, and 'breathing 
riothing but bloud and deſtru. 
.Gtion ; namely 'finne , Sathan, 
all the powersof Hell, and the 
curſe-of G-oD, It would daunt 
the Rtouteſt heart to be thrown 
Into the middeft of many raue- 
- Ning Beares, and roaring Ly- 
ons all naked without any 
weapon to defend himſelfe, or 
offend them. And where 1s hee | 
that-hath - the courage to en- 
counter finne accuſing him, Sa- 
than and Hell gaping for him, 
and G'o ys wrathlike Light. 
ning flaſhing at him; if hee be 
AVE wel] prouided of this ſpi- 
rituall armour , which - onely 
can ſecure him in this conflict, 


and keepe him that hee be not 
ſwallowed 
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ſwallowed vp of them. But as: 


faint heart would dare to en 


ter the field- againft moR furt- 
ous foes, that were furniſhed” 
with fuch armour of proofte, as 
no blow or ſhotte could pierce 3. 
So get wee on this armour of. 
G o D, and we ſhall hauchearr” 

enonghto looke Death in the 

face; nor ſhall atthat time, our 
ſinnes, Sathans fury,or G o-D $. 
wrath appall vs, being" fo tho- 
fowly fenced and armed, that 
none of theſe can hurt vs, who- 
vnderltands that G.o Þ is bee. 
come our friend, our finnes are 
pardoned, and that Sathan is as 
a Lyon chained: vp, flamping 
and roaring at vs, but not able. 


With what a conſtant and 


; magnanimous ſpirit doth holy 


D 3 Davy 1D 


_ 68: A winaing-Sheet. 


Dav 1D expet theapproch. 
of Death ? 7 will not ( (faith hee 


Pſal.2 3.) feare any enill, thou LL 
7 ſhould Walke therow. the vally 


of the ſhadow of death, - And+ 
whence doth this his courage 


grow; but'from faith, which 


made him ſce God preſent with. 


tim, tocondutt- him fafe tho- 
row that darke and gloomy 


vally.{for. thou art with mee, 


ſaith hee;) Nay , whom hee 


felt to be preſent with him in 
reſtering his foule, and leading 
him inthe pathes of righteouſ- 


| How cheerefully was bleſſed. 


PAv L alſo affteted toward 
death ? When hee. ſaw it to 
draw nigh, 2 Tim, 4,6, &c. / 
ameuen now ready to bee offered, 
and the time of my departing ts 
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at hand, &c. And what is it 
that maketh him thus cheere- 


full and confident in this caſe ? 
Firtt, a good conſcicnce that 


_ did beare him witnelle of his: 


fincerity in ſeruing God in all 
his courſe, and then his faith 
which he had kept ſure and in- 
uiolable, as Firſe 7, 1 hane 
fought a good fight z 1 hae fint. 
ſhed my courſe, I kane kept the 


faith, Next, an alfured hope of 


falnation which did ſpring 
from theſe : From heuceſporth 
i laid vp for me the Crone of 
righteouſneſſe, with in that day 
the Lord, that ri:ht*0us judge 
foal pine mee, Uerſe S$. Andin 
like Ree: whoſoeuezr hee be that 
'15thus armed, hee ſhall be able 
with equall confidence to ſtand 
224inſt Dzath, yea, to bid de- 

D 4- fiance 
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fiance thereto with the ſame, 


Pav L, fayineasintCoris. 


$5. &, Death Where « thy 
fling? O grane where uthy vi- 


 F#ory? It is(belcene me) one- 
ly finne and vnbcliefe that doth. 
ſtrip vs naked, and mak<th our. 
ſoules penetrable by the yene-. 
mous ſting of Death. Procure: 
wee to cur felues faith and a: 
gocd conſcience, to take away. 
che guilt of ſinne, and quellthe- 


power of it, wee ſhall bee fo 


folide and firme, that Dcath. 
may hifſe at vs, but not ſting: 
vs; nibble vs but not bite vs;: 
and as it. was told: the Viper 


gnawing at a File, that ſhee 


ſhould ſooner weare and break. 
her owne teeth then fret the 


File ; So ſhall Death blunt her 


venemous ſting, and breake her 


Viperows 
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viperous teeth, - but not faſten 
them vpon vs to. doe vs 'any 


nat; 


Fhe laſt thing that 1 would 
adniſe vnto in this buſinefle, is 
cuer to keepean cuen and juſt 
reckoning withG o Dd. What 
was it that made the vniuſt 
Steward, Luke 16, toheare of 
giving vp an account with ſo 
11 a will, but becauſe it was not 
euen ;, nor: could hee render 2 
good reckoning ?: If a debtor 
be farrebchinde hand with his 
Creditor, and bee much on the 
ſcore;hee doth hangbacke from 
comming to an account; but if 
matters ftand .cuen- betweene 
them, the one is not- more for- 
ward to: cali: for: a reckoning, 
then the other is to- giue one: 
And what is it that doth mote 
D 5. &aunt 
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daant and 'appall vs at our 
death, then: that wee ſee that 
our account with G o Þ doth 


not and enen, and that we are 
infinitely indebted and runne 


behinde hand with him, tho- 
row our-extreame careleſneſle 
and ilthusbandrey, Itisacom- 


mon proverbe among. vs, that . 
euen reckoning doth.make long - 


friends: and' wee dare walke 
openly,and ſhew our face bold- 


 Iy before men, when wee are - 
cleere with' them . &nd owe + 


them nothing. -_ It is then 8 


ſingular conrſe 'to make and - 


continue friendſhip betweene 


the Lo KD and our ſelues, to 
keep: euen-with him, where- 


by wee ſhall alſo obtaine a ſpi- 


rituall boldnefſe to come, and 


atany time ſhew our ſelues be- 


fore tim, : To <4 
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Tothis end wee are to imi- 
tate -good husbands of ' this 
world, who in their generation 
are Wiſer then the children of 
light; and to keepe a booke and 
record of ourthoughts, words, 
and deeds, bricfely of all buſi- 
nefl:s betweene G © Þ and vs; 
then oft toſaruey and examine 


1t, and what vpon this farvey 


wee finde- amiſle; our of hand 
to ſet to rights. It is the courſe 
of good: husbands. to keepe a 
bookeof all their takings, bor- 
rowing), and layings-out, that 
they may know- what they 
owe, and what is owing vnto 
them; and ſuch as keepe no re- 
cord of their doings, haue little 
care of. their. owne ſtate, or 
how they deale with other 
men, : This muft wee doe, if 
we - 


_ weewill be good husbands for 
our ſoules ; in which reſpe& 
they-are ſarcly bad-husbands, 
thatkceepe no regiſter of mat- 


ters betweene. God-and them, 


bat let all things paſſe without 
remembrance and obſeruation. 
Such perſons can neuer- be 
thankfull vnto God for his mer- 


cies; nor penitent for their 


finnes, no nor have any certaine 
knowledge of their ſtate and 
caſe, what it is toward G o .D: 
If they imagine that the lefſe 
they take notice of itzthe more 
quiet they ſhall-haue in their 
mindes, and haue the le to 
anſwerfor, they are much de. 
ceined. | For although wee be 


careleſſe, the L'o x Þ will not. 


negle& the buſineſle, but wri- 
teth vp all inhis Booke, which 
| n 
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intime hee will vnfold, and ſet 
all our debts- and' finnes in or- 
der before - our- faces to our 
great- amazement. Now Sa- 
than that cut-throate-will not 
let the matter ſlip ſo; but as a. 
cruell and griping V ſarer, who - 


hath to doe with an vnthrifty 


Gallant; that- careth onely to: 
borrow money and ſpend it, 
will bee ſore to keepe together 
all the Billsand bonds that are 
owing him, and at length if he 
doe not timely prouide ro dif- 


- charge them, will clap an Exe- 


cution on his backe,, and lay 
him ypfor them ; Sothe Deuill 
will ſcore vpall our wicked and 
vngodly pranckes, wherewith 
wee make our ſelues merry, 
and willbe ſure with all: rt» 

gour to charge vs with wo, 

an 
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and exat them at our hands. 

.., What ſhall wee thenget by 
this flouth, that. wee keepe no 
record of any matters between 
GOD and-vs,. but that wee 
ſhall bee infinitly. indebted not- 
knowing of it: and lye ſecure. 
 without.feare, when wee are 
euen in the hands and vnder the 
execution of the Diuell, that 
vnmercifull 'broker and mur- 
therer of mens Soules ? 

As therefore, wee care any 
thing for our ſuules good, let vs - 
not faile to keepe-a preciſe re-. 
cord, andtherein to ſet downe 
GoDs benefites, as-lo many 
receipts which wee are tO an» 
ſwere for ; thenour whole car- 
riagetowardthe Lo  Þ, that 
by a view of theſe. wee may 
bee furthered in our repentance 
| and 
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| and thankſulnefſe;, and kno'y 
whether wee goe backe or for. - 
ward with-the Lox Þ. And 
this wee ſhall know by ſo much 
the-better, by. how- much the 
more often wee doe ſuruey and 
ſearch thisbooke. - | 
No man ſhall bee much the. 
better for his reckoning booke, 
if-hee doe not peruſeit : and 
hee that will bee well acquain- 
ted with his eſtate, muſt oft - 
eximine that booke and caſt 
vp his account. 
 Thelike muſt weedoe,ouer- 
looking the booke of our Con- 
ſcience and ſumming vp -mat- 
ters betweene GoDd:and vs. 
This was holy D:avi ps ex- 
erciſe. 1 conſidered my. Wayes 
end twraed my feets onto thy te- 
ſftimonies, Pſal. 119.,59.-T bis - 
: conſi- . 


E 
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cenlideration 'of his -wayes, 
what was it but a ſurvey of all 
his courſes, that hee held an cx- 


- amining ofthem to find out his 


errours, to repent of and a- 
mendthem, and foto ſet all ro 
rights betweene. Ge'D and. 
him. | 
The oftner that wee thus caſt 
yp our account with G O-D 
the better, Itis a great benefit 
that wee. ſhall thereby-more 
exatly-xnow our cſtate with 
Gop; andit will bee a good 
courſe, that wee runne_ not 
farre behind with him. Beſides 
often reckonings are the ligh- 


ter, and the more cafie made: 
' but reckonings, that are leng 


let runne, grow the more hea. 
ue inthe end and troubleſome 
to diſcharge, 


Who - 


x 


A 
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Who findes this more, then 
ey that. negle@t this duty 
theit whole life long, and-ſoat | 
their Death haue a reckoning 
to make for all matters ?_ It 
doth bring them then to their 
wits end, and ouerwhelme 
them with defpaire, toconſider 
what along and. huge ſcrowle 
of debts :they are to anfwere 
for. Wee ſhall therefore doe: 
wiſely to reckon with G.o.D, 
andto make all euen betweene 
him and our felues every day. 
Ourblefſed Saviovaiin 
the Prayer which hee hath left. 
vs, doth ſend vs euery day to 
our heauenly Father , no leſſe. 
for. the forgiueneſſe of our. 
finnes, then our daily Bread, 
And how can wee obtaine 
the pardon of our. finnes, vn-: 
leſſe 


i OW jw 
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leſſewee fiad them out and agg 


knowledge them, which is 4 
ſpeciall part of this reckonin 2 


 . whereof wee ſpeake ? If then 


CHnR1s Tt: would have vs e-- 


_ nery day begge of GOD the 


pardon of our ſinnes, he would 
haue vs euery day ſumme vp the 
Booke berweene GOD and: 
our ſelues; to find outour finnes - 
and debts what they be. 

And this, good David 
did aduiſe his enemies - vnto, 
Pſal. 4:4. that. ſo they mighr 
come to the knowledge and 
acknowledgement oftheir wic- 


kednelſe, in oppoling him 


whom G O D had appointed 
to- tne. Kingdome. Examine 
your heart (ſayth hee) vpor your 
bed and bee ſlill, Lye not. 
Coyne any. night vpon your 

oy: bed, 
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bed, but-ere you ſleepe ſearch 
' Your hearts , examine and: call 
to minde all your wayes, and 
ſet all things to right betweene 
G OD-and you. | 

The profit of this courſe is 
ſo notable, and the necellity of 
it fo cleere, that euen Heathen 
men have ſeene it, and fo haue 


both vſed and commended'this- 
praQice. Py3thagoras charged 


his Schollers alway before they 
ſlept, to call themſclues to rec- 


koning for all the buſineſſe of 


the day paſt; according to cer- 


tayne Latine verſes, which are. 


thus in Engliſh: 
Suffer not gentle ſleepe before 


thine eyes to ſeize Vponu ec 


T hat thou haut called all to mind. 


Which inthe dey Was done; 
| | Thus 


pd) 
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Thas wee.read of others 
alſo :. But yet this is not all wee 
areto-doe : For, by this daily 
reckoning, if. wee proceed no 
further, wee ſhall onely finde 
out our linnes and ſee what our 
debts bee ; which when wee 
ſhall ſee tobee much more then: 
wee re able to-pay, will make. 
vs grow deſperate and care-- 
letle which. end goe- forward, 
or ouerwhelme vs with feare. 
and herrour. To this then, we: 
muſt further labour to get our 
debts crofſed and finnes pardo- 
ned. And heere what courſe 
SALoMoN doth aduiſe a. 
man, vnto him that 1s ſurety 
andin great bonds fer another, 
that courſe mult we take cnery 
day withthe Lond, 
Letys heare then what. S'4- 
| LOMON 
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LOMON ſaith in ſuch a caſe, 
Proverbs 6. 1.2,&c. My ſonney 
if thou be ſurety for thy .neigh- 
bour, and: hatit ſtricken hands. 
withthe ſtranger, thou art ſna- 
red with- the words of thy 
mourh,thou art taken with the 
words of thine owne mouth. 
Doe thts now my ſonne deliver 
thy felte, ſceing thou art come 
incothe hand of thy neighbour, 
goe and humble thy ſelfe, and 
follicite thy friends, Giue no 
fleepeto thine eyes nor ſlum. 
ber to thine cye-lids ; Deliner 
thy ſelfe as 2 Doe from the 
Hunter, and as a Bird from the 
hand of the Fowkr. If aman 
8 bee indebted to another, and: 
 haue not to ſarisfie, orbce loth 
to pay another mans debt, his 
my is 0 humble himlſette ynto 
his 
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his Creditour, to begge his fa. 
now ; to ſollicire his Friends, 
that they would pay or at leaſt 
intreat for him. And this bu- 
fineſſe hee muſt follow, not 
coldly, bur carnelily, not gi- 
uing reſt vnto himſelfe nor his 
friends till hee bee free ; and 
then for afterward hee "muſt 
play the good husband looking 
to it, that by vnthrifty cour.- 
ſes or raſh ſarety hee fall not a- 
gaine into the like cafe. _ 
| Now it is certaine, that wee 

ſhall notany day or time of the 
day, looke ouer matters be- 
tweene G © D and vs, but 
wee ſhall finde our ſclues fur- 
ther in arrerages with G OD, 
then wee are able to ſatisfie. 
Its not then ſafe or wiſe- 
- dome for vs, careleſly to: paſſe 
it 
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it-ouer, but cre wee fleepeor 
take our reſt, let ys pet the 
booke croft andour debts .can- 
celled. For which intent wee 
muſt humble our ſelues to 
G o d,confeſle our ſins, accuſe 
our ſelues vnto him, acknow- 
ledge our vnſufficiency,to fati(f- 
he, bewayle our wofull caſe, ine 
to which we haue brought our 
{{ lues, implore and bee earneft 
withthe L o R ÞD forhis mercy 
to pardon and torgiue our fins, 
and to giue vs Grace, that wee 
may be more wary and better 
hus bands for our Soules intime 
to come. Wee muſt try our 
friends, of whom in this caſe - 
we haue oneiy one who candoe 
vs good ; that 1s, lefts' Chriſt, 
whom we mult by Prayers ſol- 
licite, and beſeeclto yndertake 


the 


= 
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the matter, and intercede for 
vs with his Father ; nay, 
whom by Faith in Prayer, wee 
muſt rake and preſent to Al. 
mighty GOD , deſiring him 
totake Cu 15 T ſurety for 
vs., and to accept in our be- 
halfe, of that full payment and 
fatisfation which hee hath 
made in his Death and Suf- 
ferings. | | 
And this beeing done, wee 
muſt renew ou: Courenant with 
GOD; and take new and 
vnfained purpoſes, to leaue all 
-our ynthrifty courſes,, to bee 
good husbands for our Soules, 
to keepe out of debt ;; ar leaſt, 
not wilfully and carekfl; to 
runne tehind hand with Gop, 
trongly crying for his Grace, 
without which wee can do2 
NQA« 


_ 4 Winding-Shits, 87. © 
nothing to workeinvs a faith. 
full performance of theſe our 

purpoſes and deſires, If wee 

ſhall thus doe day by day, it 

cannot bee ſaid what peace 

wee ſhall hane in our ſoulcs 1 
with what boldneflſe and' con. 
fidence wee ſhall walke before 
Gov, and with what com- 
forrable reſolutions expeR 
Death. As a manout of debt 
walketh boldly before men;and 
18 not afraid of a Bayliffthough 
hee ſee him come toward him ; 

$ butifa manbe greatly in-:debc 
A hee walketh by night, and 
I whenſocuer hee goethabroad, 
8 hee goeth in great feare; -and it 
® hee ſeea Bayliffe come toward 
him, taketh kim co his heeles, 
mifiraſting that he commeth to 
arrcſt- him, and haue him to 
E Priſon; 
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Prifon ; Nay, feareth almof. 
eucry ſtranger, | may ſay,cuery 
buſh to bee, a Bayliffe, that 
watchetlyto catch him : Sos it 
here, If wee thus keepe-eucn 
with the Loxp ,we ſhall have. 
great boldnelle,and not ſhrinke - 
at the approch of Death, as if 
it ſhould doe vs any hurt. 

But if wenegleR this courſe, 
and abide ſecurely in the 
LoRDs debt, as we ſhall haue 
little quictnefle all our life, fo 
the thought and approch of 
Death . will bee moſt gaſtly, 
whom we canot otherwiſe ap. 
prehend of, but as a Purſeuant 
to carry VS away to Hell I yyill 
conclude all this with that of 
ZOPHAR,fob11.13,14.15 
If thou prepare thine heart, 
and ſtretch out thine hands to- 

| | ward 
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ward him ; If iniquitie bee 
found ia thinehand, put it farre 
away, and let no wickedneſle 
dwell inthy tabernacle. Then 
truly ſhalt thou lift vp thy 
face without ſpot, and 
ſhalc be Rable, and 
ſhalt not 


feare. 
«x X 
v  « 
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f#8 of your eternal wel. 

fares, 
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Ave Shes: 
i here ſent from a Friend, 
T oWarne,three Sifters 

for their latter end : 


Shewing them how, . 
to be. prepar d for death, 
Before heecome, 


80 flop their vital breath, a 


6 D Ir. "T9 orinding-See | 


eAmworks ſo-qreat,. | 
that who ſo > fnderh the, .. 
Shaft haue great glory, 
_ witheternall blifſt; - 
T bat tongues of Angelts, 
nor of meycay tell, 
: The Jojes, fo great, 
_' thefreedomes, from Hell; 


T hu Winding-ſyeete 

was onely ſent to Three, 
ener intending, 

-it ſhould Printed bee; . 
But, that which then, 

was pointed but for them, . 
e Huſt now pernſed be, 


' of many men, 


Now God, grant grate- 


t9-them and many more : 
T hat;in reading this, 
they may bane ſuch flere, 


> Awinding Shea. 
Of faith, repentance, . 


and a ſound conner ſion 
To withſtand ſme, 
azd all helliſh temptation, 


T hen they ma * 
to Dent mo s thy fling ? e 
end tothe Graue, . 
. which #£.a cruel thing , 
Wee Conquered hae; you all, 
through Chrift our head, . 
eAnd ſoour Grau's becowe, 
the ſweeteſt bed,. 


There ſhall wee reFt, 
and lye Without al paine, 
Til the laf T rumpe doth ſound ; 
Then riſe againe,. _— 
eAnd they ſhall meet, 6 
our Sanionr,in the eApre, "A 
71a ſo ſit dewne with him, 
41ina ( haire, | 
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gz. ix vripdng. Sheet, 


Ind #7, the Twelme tribes, 
ek al other men, 
of nd after chat, aſcend, 


the glory'Which bee bad. 
With Goathe Father, 
erethe World was wane. 
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